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DIRECTIONS

An antidote for our shaken perspectives
In the face of evil and chaos, JMU is advancing boldly and fully engaging with the world
or many, the terrorist attacks in San Bernadina and
in Paris last month, and the ensuing international
turmoil, shook the basic foundations of open societies and the confidence of their citizens. Attacks
in Lebanon and Kenya, which received less attention, also contributed to generating an international
conversation on the question of whether freedom can survive if
such organized and savage violence against innocents is possible.
Without a doubt, the answer to this question contains military
and security elements because
such lawlessness and disregard for
the value of human life require a
forceful response. But for those of
us who are not making those decisions or carrying out such missions,
what are we to do? How are we to
live? It is my sincere conviction that
the pages of this edition ofMadison
contain an answer.
You will read of people fully
engaged with ideas and engaged
with the world, living passionately and with purpose. In the
face of evil and chaos, we must all commit to advancing communities by engaging in ways in which each of us can make an
impact. Our individual efforts in the aggregate are the most resolute position to take against those who seek to terrorize.
Take the cover story about G.J. ('84) and Heather Hart: you
will not meet a couple more full of life and hope than the Harts.
When they came to campus recently to celebrate their landmark
gift to name the Hart School of Hospitality, Sport and Recreation
Management, they brought an entourage of like-minded friends
who infected all of us with their excitement and gusto. Their gift
to JMU will have a lasting and
1
positive effect on students and
faculty for years to come.
Honors student Caitlin McAvoy ('15), who took her talents
to Romania to help girls victimized by domestic violence, provides another example of living
life fully and engaging with the
world. This talented musical
theatre major used dance ther1
apy to traverse the language bar-
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rier and help 28 traumatized young women rediscover the joy oflife.
JMU students participating this summer in the 10th annual
Global Citizenship and Peace Conference in Hiroshima, Japan,
offer more examples of how we can respond to the horrors of war.
They stood with ocher students from universities all over the world
on the exact spot where the first-ever atomic blast killed tens of
thousands exactly 70 years to the moment after this world-changing event took place. Experiencing this powerful moment with an
international contingent of peers opened their eyes to how essential
it is chat peace be secured.
Of course, not all carnage is
man-made. In and around New
Orleans, JMU students, staff and
alumni showed their continuing
commitment co the world and their
fellow humans by returning for the
10th year in a row to help rebuild
Louisiana after the devastation of
Hurricane Katrina.
Closer to home, but no less
meaningful, Hose Company No. 4
in Harrisonburg benefits from over
a dozen JMU students who volunteer as firefighters in their community, answering calls for help and
responding to every sort of emergency.
You will read about Joe ('79) and Debbie ('78) Showker, who
responded to heartbreak with generosity and hope by offering a
major matching gift to the Alison Parker ('12) Memorial Fund
after Parker, a reporter with television station WDBJ in Roanoke,
Virginia, was tragically killed during a live morning broadcast.
Their life-affirming gift got the ball rolling on the Parker fund and
helped to turn tragedy into a celebration oflife.
I could go on and on, but you see the point: this issue of Madison
(and every issue, for chat matter) represents che antidote for our shaken
perspectives. Rather than retreat because of terror, lee us all advance
boldly and fully engage the world. Of course, we need intelligent and
often forceful responses to the very real threats that exist. Bue all of us
together engaging with ideas and with the world will, over time, be the
most effective response to those who want us to retreat in fear.
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